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future to waste time on metaphysical discussions: "May the
echo of our victory resound throughout Asia, as far as India!
May the belief in the invincibility of the White Czar spread
among these millions of human beings!"
So much for Asia. And how about Europe? According to
Dostoevsky, Europe too must be saved by the Russians.
"Europe is tottering," he writes, "and perhaps tomorrow it
will founder without leaving a trace. . . ." Germany, he
thinks, is "a dead nation without a future. . . ." The French
"ruin themselves. . . ." The English are "the shopkeepers
of rationalism." All Europe is nothing but a graveyard, the
resting place of "precious dead." And the Russian Christ
will resurrect these legions of men like Lazarus. But Europe
hates Russia: "Europe is ready to scald out all the Slavs like
a nest of bedbugs in the mattress of an old woman." A new
happiness in Europe must be imposed by force.
It might be objected that Catholicism brings about that
desired union in Christ. But Dostoevsky replies that Catholi-
cism betrayed Christ. The Roman Papacy was the first to
proclaim the necessity of temporal control of nations and
countries. This attitude, which is not religious but political,
led to "the establishment of a Roman monarchy that was to
be headed by the Pope." In contrast to this, the Orthodox
ideal demands that mankind should first effect a religious
union in Christ, "and only then the political and social union
that is the normal result of this spiritual union." In brief, the
Catholic Church reverses the order that Dostoevsky con-
siders to be the right one, and this reversal is in his eyes a
sufficient ground for attacking it bitterly.
He does not realize that in proclaiming the advent of the
Russian Christ he is further from Christian teachings than
the Catholics he condemns. He does not see that he diminishes